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(H14) Reservoirs
History of Water Intake Facilities and Spillways
Construction of Embankments
① Embankments are constructed by transporting and tamping soil.
② In the past, tamping embankments was done with sticks or pestles.
③ Many workers were forced to move back and forth, stomping the soil with their feet.
④ The greatest challenge in embankment construction was flood control during construction.
⑤ Many construction failures were due to this.
⑥ Even today, when building large dams, temporary drainage channels are installed prior to the main construction.
⑦ While it is possible to divert floodwaters or remove them with a "bottom drain" in small reservoirs or basins,
⑧ this was nearly impossible in large reservoirs that dam the main stream of a river.
⑨ The middle section was left as a water supply until the end, and then closed off all at once.
⑩ The center of a levee, built in a short period of time, was always a weak point and often led to its collapse.
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